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America's Dreadful Waste of Infant Life

. Rates Reveals That
C...A.. i n;r,A Mortality

Are Chief lectors
Community and Economic Conditions
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There is vail disagreement as to the relative im-
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Infant morta!iry is the most sensitive index we pos-

sess of social welfare and efficient sanitary administra-
tion, especially under urban conditions," says Sir
AfttMT ncmhotmr. perhaps the greatest authority on
the subject.

Surveys made by the United States Children's
Bureau, under the direction of Miss Julia Lathrop, its
elector, show that infant mortality is even a more
far-- - ' i. :: x" thi:. ir.d'cat'- - by the famous
British expert.

Those turtCfl consisted of sending expert investi-
gators into different cities, where first-han- d inquiry
was made with regard to the history of every child
born in the city within twelve months. House to
house canvasses of hemes were made and mothers were
examined not as to births and deaths of offspring but
as to every environmental condition.

Th': show, when analyzed, many surpris
ing conditions. Among other facts they prove that
ir.fant mortality rates run almost parallel with the in- -

sset of lathers. For Baltimore families, where the
fathers earned less than $550 a year the figures are
for 1915 the infant mortality rate was 288.6. For those
where the fathers earned between $550 and $849 it was
178 3, decreasing with increase of income until the rate

below :
: r infants born to mothers whose hus-

bands earned $2,000 or more a year. Baltimore is the
largest city that has been surveyed, but like parallel-tho- ugh

the percentages vary between the rate of in-

fant deaths and family income was found in all. In-
vestigations made in Germany and Great Britain show a
similar parallel, the figures often being more extreme
than those for America.

There was like parallel between the infant mortality
rate ar.d all those thinzs which income usually reflects.
In Johnstown, Pennsylvania, the rate for houses into
which water was piped was 117.6; in houses that de-
pended for water on wells and pumps it was 197.9.
In streets where there were sewers the rate was higher
than where there were none. In one city it was found
that for babies born in homes that contained bath-tub- s

the mortality rate was only 72.6; for those bom in
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most of the diseases from which infants die.

MA baby that comes into the world has less chance
to live one week than an old man of 90, and less chance
to live a year than one of 80," says Bergeron. And
that high risk of death is not in the case of babies due
to inherent natural conditions as in the case of old
men. Of course a certain percentage of babies are
doomed to early death by inherent weaknesses, in part
due to causes that s cannot be overcome. But
authorities hold that Nature strains every possible point
to give every baby a fair chance to live. Some go so
far as to assert that even the condition of the mother
has Kttfa to do w:th the new-bor- n baby's strength, that
Nature will always sacrifice the mother on behalf of
the infant. Hence those authorities maintain that babies
of all classes, that is, of well nourished as well as
poorly nourished mothers or leisure-lade- n as well as
burden laden mothers, are equally strong and vigorous
at birth. But others assert that Nature cannot or
does not go that far. and that, while Nature does her
best, the condition and the environment of the mother
have much to do with the infant's s'art in life.

Winterer the causes and the ultimate meaning of
th high mortality among infants, it has been clearly
demonstrated that, in this country and most other
countries, it is much higher than it would be in a rea-
sonably perfect ord'-- r of society. In fact, students of
the subject say that infant mortality in the United
States is more than twice as great ab it shouid be.
That is to say, about 150,000 more babies die within the
I r I year than sho;:l'l be the case.

Despite our habit of boasting of the superiority of
our country over all others, statistics show that sev-
eral oth'--r countries have lower infant mortality rates,
which the authorities tfrec are the best available
barometers of the true happiness, well-bein- g and fu-
ture outlook of a country and a people.

In New Zealand only fifty of every 1.000 children
born die before they are a year old. In the birth
and death registration area of this country the
infant mortality rate is about double that of New
Zealand For the entire country it is probably higher.
In 1910 it was estimated at 124, but undoubt-
edly th' re has been Mlbstanttal reduction. Sweden
Norway, Ireland and Australia all have lower infant
mortality rates than the United States, whose rate is
much lower, however, than those of many other coun-
tries. hile, if wt obis heightened European rates
caused by the war, leads with a rate of about 300
Russia has a rate of more than 200. In MNBC parts
of China and India the infant mortality rate is morethan 500. Only one of every two children born eversee a htrthday annk r'.nry.

( '. cannot escape the impression that the infant
rnr'rt; ' oi different countries run somewhatparallel w'rth the various countries' reputations forprogress and the economic well-bein- g, intelligence andcharacter of thrir inhabitants. And if you examinethe rates tor various localities in the United States you
will be impressed with a like comparison.

The infant mortality rate does not run evenly forall parts of the Lnited States. In one notable city it

for the poor
as it is for persons in higher social statin."

The Children's Bureau surveys ah w, inci
dentally, that the age of the mother and size of the
family have much to do with the infant's chance of
survival. The lowest rates are for mother betwtd 20
and 30 years old, and for the second child. Below
twenty and after thirty years of age, the mother has
greater risk of losing her baby in infancy, and after
the second child the chances of the baby dying within
one year after birth increase in proportion to the
number of other children that precede it.

Housing, or rather crowding, is so clearly reflected
in infant mortality that one expert ventures to say that
he can approximate living conditions in a city with its
infant mortality alone as data to work from. The rate
rises and falls with the number of people per room
living in dwellings where the little ones are born, and
also in slight measure as the infant sleeps in the same
room with its parents or in an adjoining room.

Nobody can tell definitely how far government re-
flects itself in the infant mortality rates. S me say
they are perhaps the bet of indexes to the character of
municipal government For the water and milk sup-
plies, municipal sanitation, in addition to housing laws,
have immense effect on the health of babios.

"A high infant mortality rate today is a greaterdisgrace than a high typhoid rate," says Dr. William
H. Uavis, chief of the vital statistics division of the
United States Census Bureau, "for a high typhoidrate may be due to one milkman's carelessness, or tothe laxness of a few city officials in not properly safe-guarding the water supply or the milk lupply. But a
high infant mortality rate reflects upon the clergy thephysicians and nurses, the school-teache- rs and editors
. . it reflects upon the intelligence of the people."
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